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Gender stereotypes and bias
impact how men, women, and
people of diverse sexual
orientation and gender
identity are treated and the
choices they can make

Gender relations are power relations'. Many usually
perceive that to be a 'woman' is to be powerless (quiet,
obedient, accommodating). A ‘real man’, by contrast, is
powerful (outspoken, in control, able to impose his will),
particularly in relation to women. These are basically
stereotypes against young boys and girls that limit their
exploration of possible human opportunities.

Example of wrongful gender stereotyping are the failure to
criminalize marital rape based on societal perception of
women as the sexual property of men, and the failure to
effectively investigate, prosecute and sentence sexual
violence against women based on, e.g., the stereotype that
women should protect themselves from sexual violence by
dressing and behaving modestly.
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