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Introduction









Who are the indigenous peoples of Malaysia

0.7% of 

Peninsular 

population. 

Main groups: 

Negrito, 

Senoi, proto-

malay

Indigenous peoples 

make up 13.8% of 31 

million population of 

Malaysia (census 2017)

70% of Sarawak 

population. Main 

groups: Iban, 

Bidayuh, Orang ulu

58.6% of Sabah 

population. Main 

groups: Dusun, Murut, 

Paitan and Bajau



Land grabbing and deforestation is the major challenge faced by indigenous communities in Malaysia 
as the lost of land mean the loss of their identity and livelihoods







Indigenous communities are being displaced from their traditional 
territories due to large scale projects such as mega dams, large scale 
farming (monocrops), national parks etc



Malaysia is one of the two largest producers of oil palm : Indonesia (14.6 
mil ha) and Malaysia (5.9 mil ha) - 87% of the world palm oil production



Indigenous communities are at 
the forefront of protecting 
Malaysia’s natural capital



Impacts of climate change 

Climate emergencies & biodiversity 

crisis

● Unpredictable and extreme 

weather

● Change of season

● Impacts agriculture especially 

subsistence farming thus causing 

food insecurity and reduced 

income



Emerging issues on Climate Change













How are we involved

🞇 Partners of Community Organisations in Sabah (PACOS Trust) is a community

based voluntary organization registered under Trustees Ordinance Chapter 148.

🞇 To help raise the quality of life of Indigenous Community.

🞇 Registered with the ordinance 1997, but has been actively involved with
communities since 1987 as a different legal entity.



Vision & Mission
🞇 Indigenous communities living in a peaceful, united & well equipped with the

knowledge & expertise to manage their resources and opportunities to support a

comfortable life.

🞇 3 main mission :

▪ Ensure that indigenous communities have legal title to their customary land (NCR) and
the right to use resources in other traditional areas.

▪ Strengthen indigenous knowledge systems in the management of natural resources.

▪ Strengthen positive values, culture, language, and belief systems of indigenous peoples.



Climate action 
- Advocacy at state level (press release, 

memorandums, demonstration, 

consultation, networking)

- Raising awareness to the public and 

also the community (our connection 

with nature, traditional knowledge, food 

security, indigenous identity)

- Promote renewable energy, 

regenerative agriculture, circular 

economy

- Community organizing especially with 

the youths

- Documentation and promotion of 

indigenous knowledge and value 

(gompi guno, ohusian)



Why is it important to 
involve grassroots
● Integrate climate agendas into the local 

level

● More participation and voice to women, 

youth, elders, children, disabled peoples

● Needs and concerns of communities are 

prioritized due to better understanding to 

local realities

● More ownership and accountability of 

projects



Challenges

● A lot of knowledge is already 

gone

● Support for monocrop and large 

scale projects is huge (bank, 

government, companies facilities)

● Government priority is to make 

money and to stay in power

● Lack of capacity in grassroots for 

higher level engagement
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